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I am more than happy to continue with the tradition of a Newsletter which highlights events from 

the past year and looks forward to next year. One of the advantages of the electronic era is that I 

have ready access to previous presidential newsletters; one of the drawbacks of the electronic era 

is that the reader can easily check how much these sources have been used. And of course we 

have to adapt to the changing world with announcements of meetings going out electronically. 

Even the annual programme no longer appears in hard copy form! As with a church minister who 

does much more than preach once a week, so I have discovered that the Presidential duties are 

more than introducing 8 or 9 talks a year. 

 

One task that has exercised the minds of the Edinburgh Mathematical Society over the last year 

has been the renewal of the contract with Cambridge University Press for the publishing of the 

Proceedings. For various reasons, including a tightening of V.A.T. regulations, a new contract has 

been considered necessary. At the time of writing, we are in the final stages of signing a contract 

that is mutually beneficial both to the EMS and to CUP. We believe that the financial implications 

of the new contract should help to ensure financial stability for the EMS. Also the risk of 

problems with OSCR (Office of the Scottish Charities Regulator) is lessened. Indeed the 

implications of the rules and regulations of OSCR have necessitated certain rule changes for the 

Society and have also taken up a considerable amount of the time of several officers of the 

Society. There is a feeling abroad that the good work of so many charities risks being damaged by 

the political correctness of OSCR. 

 

On a more pleasant theme, congratulations were sent by the EMS to Professor Sir John Ball, 

Sedleian Professor of Natural Philosophy at the University of Oxford and� President of the 

International Mathematical Union, on the award of a knighthood. (John Ball is a former president 

of the EMS.) On the international theme, I am pleased to note that, along with the London 

Mathematical Society, the EMS hopes to be involved with the British-Nordic Mathematics 

Congress to be held in Oslo in 2009. We have a representative, Professor Jim Howie of Heriot-

Watt University, on the Scientific Committee for the Congress. Relations with the London 

Mathematical Society over the last year have proved to be very cordial. I have had some informal 

discussions with their president, Professor John Toland, and have been invited ex officio to two 

meetings of the LMS International Affairs Committee and one meeting of the LMS Meetings 

Committee. At present the EMS is not a member of CMS (Council for Mathematical Sciences) 

but it is hoped that a ‘CMS plus’ will be set up and that the EMS will become a member of that 

body. 

 

Coming from St Andrews and being a former Colloquium secretary, I am sad to say that it has 

been decided that the EMS St Andrews Colloquium is no longer viable.  However it has been 

agreed that, if possible, something of the spirit of the Colloquium should remain. Consequently a 

fund (at present being called the St Andrews Fund) is being set aside to encourage young 

mathematicians. The committee is very aware that new members form the lifeblood of the 

Society. It is to be hoped that the Fund may be used to support the very successful postgraduate 



conference that is now being held annually at the Burn, Edzell. This year there was a waiting list 

of postgraduates wishing to attend that meeting. Special thanks are due to Martin Bees and his 

helpers for their work with this meeting. For the last two years the EMS has been involved with 

the ICMS in postgraduate training days. Judging from feedback received, these have been found 

to be most helpful. 

 

The Proceedings of the EMS form a vital part of the activities of the Society. On a practical level 

the net income received from the Proceedings provides much of the income to fund the work of 

the Research Support Fund and the Education Committee. Perhaps more importantly it is the 

scientific quality of the Proceedings that is often used by the mathematics community in general 

as a measure of the worth of the Society. The Editorial Board is receiving a great number of 

papers so is able to enforce very rigorous refereeing standards. I hope, and indeed believe, that the 

Proceedings of the EMS are maintaining their usual high standard. Thanks to Chris Smyth and the 

members of the Editorial Board. Thanks also to the work of ICMS for the Proceedings. We are 

grateful to Tracey Dart for all her hard work over the years and are sorry to hear that she is 

leaving ICMS at the end of October. We wish her well for the future. Also I am pleased to note 

that, despite the probable changes to the contract with CUP, a new contract with ICMS should be 

signed soon. On a more mundane level, the EMS has been running a small competition to obtain a 

logo for the Society. This is a long-running story which is still to be completed. There has been a 

pleasant degree of interest from members of the Society. 

 

I hope that the programme of talks has been enjoyed and appreciated by those attending. It would 

be invidious to single out any one meeting except, possibly, to note that in June the 2006 London 

Mathematical Society Lecturer, Professor Yuri Manin (Northwestern University), addressed the 

Society. I hope that the tradition of the Hardy lecturer speaking at an EMS meeting may be 

maintained. The programme has been, as usual, wide-ranging including group theory, algebraic 

geometry, molecular dynamics, graph theory, numerical analysis and mathematical biology. I 

hope that everybody has found some talk or talks of special interest to them.  

 

Thanks are due to the retiring members of the General Committee. These are Martin Bees 

(Glasgow), Janine Illian (Abertay), Douglas McLean (Stirling), Kevin Painter (Dundee) and Tony 

Mulholland (Strathclyde). Special thanks also to Peter Rowlinson who completes the four-year 

cycle of vice-president, president and then vice-president again. The treasurer has, as always, 

been meticulous in his handling of the finances of the EMS. Thanks to the conveners of the 

Research Support Fund committee and the Education Committee and to all who have served on 

the many and varied committees. Final thanks must go to the two secretaries Tom Lenagan and 

Tony Gilbert. Tony, in particular, has had to put up with endless phone calls from me. Without 

the time and effort put in by so many people, the Society would be unable to exist. I hope that the 

programme of lectures for the coming year and the other various activities of the Society are 

found to be worthwhile. On the near horizon it is hoped that in 2008 the Society will 

commemorate its 125 years. Many of us remember the Centenary events as if it was only 

yesterday! 

 

Colin Campbell 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


