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In the previous two editions of this report to the EMS membership, the President Tara Brendle reflected on the strength and resilience of the Society, but also on the challenges these times are delivering for our Society and for society at large. In the past year, we embarked on facing some of these challenges, to confront the aims of the Society and discuss whether the current activities best served these aims.  

The Society has collaborated closely with our sister societies, LMS and IMA, to support those mathematics department threatened with closure, writing joint letters to ministers as well as open letters, in particular about the threats to Dundee maths activities and colleagues. Our lobbying together with local pressure achieved partial success, with a stay of the decision to close the maths degrees of at least  two years.  Structural financial difficulties confront many universities and we will monitor and continue to support our mathematical community, making the case for the fundamental importance of a good mathematical education - even more so in the age of AI….

I cannot refrain from mentioning the recent impact of AI on our community, the questions swirling about the role of mathematical research, and in particular the anxiety and worry that has been unleashed over early career mathematicians and PhD students.  I do not want to join the vast amount of early declarations on this, while we are still trying to process the impact and import of AI-enabled tools for mathematical research and training.  But I want to reassure you that the Society is very actively involved in the national conversation in our community, and several of our Scottish colleagues will be speakers and panelists at a day organised at the Royal Society of London in late October on Mathematics in the age of AI.

We also continue our support for the Academy for Mathematical Sciences (https://www.acadmathsci.org.uk) and participation in the  Learned Society Forum, with a voice in decisions on higher level lobbying, invitations to political events at Westminster,  as well as in the organisation of national events, such as the next Maths Summit in February 2027 at the Science Museum in London.   We are also engaged in establishing communication with the new Scottish government, with a meeting with the new Science minister schedule in early November to make sure there is awareness of the importance of Scotland in the mathematical ecosystem of the UK, its research successes in international recognition e.g. hosting 3 out of 4 ERC grants in the UK, and preparing to host the next ICM in Glasgow in 2030.  

Let me come to the activities of the Society. At the start of my tenure, I found a Society engaged in organising excellent events for the good of its community and members, still drawing good numbers of members to these events, also thanks to our meetings secretary, Dr Eric Hall (Heriot-Watt), who has been doing a wonderful job of working with our local representatives to identify speakers and support these important activities.  However, we have been operating with increasing practical difficulty, under somewhat out of date systems, as well as rules and regulations. It turned out to be difficult to obtain the basic information on the Society’s situation: its membership list and its accounts.  At the same, the enthusiasm and energy of the Society’s membership and of its general committee, representing the whole of the community and each mathematics department in Scotland, was inspiring. 

In the last year, we appointed, out-of-cycle, a new Treasurer, Angus Macdonald, and we also have a new General Secretary, Matthew Cordes - both of Heriot-Watt University - and I take this opportunity to thanks Ania Kirpichnikova for her service as Treasurer, and Jessica Enright for her long eight-year service as General Secretary.  
While this means that four of the officers of the Society (including me) are affiliated with the same institution, it also allowed us to work closely together to make more efficient the systems and processes of the Society. The Treasurer, in particular, worked very hard to simplify and clarify the financial processes of the society, while the Secretary must be credited for putting our discussions on the changes needed to make the work of the society more efficient into formal rules and by-laws that are today presented to you for approval. 

I cannot overstate the amount of work that went on over the least year to put the Society on a strong footing for the future. Our Research and Education Sommittees were also exceptionally busy not only assessing proposals but also reviewing the overall role of the committees, rejuvenating the membership, formalising new rules on the kind of activities the society can fund, and how the funding should be allocated.  Unfortunately, after a year of hard work, the research convenor, Dr Vaibhav Gadre (Glasgow), had to step down. I thank him for the hard work on redrawing the committee, and thanks his deputy, Robert Brignall, for stepping up to chair the committee in the interim. 

Just as a reminder to members: the Research Support Fund and Schools Enrichment Fund are open for applications. The former will be structured in three calls each year for specific type for activities, offering more directed and clear support.   In addition, we have bursaries for student research and for “pathways to teaching”.  Information about these is on our website: https://www.ems.ac.uk/.  We also publish the Proceedings of the Edinburgh Mathematical Society which contains research papers on topics in a broad range of pure and applied mathematics as well as book reviews.  Proceeds from this publication are returned back to the mathematical community in the form of all the aforementioned funding of various activities and bursaries.  One challenge that the Society is now facing along with the sector is the impact of AI on our publication activity, and I’d like to express my gratitude to our publications secretary Prof. Sue Sierra (Edinburgh) for her leadership in steering us through this unchartered territory, and for her work in leading the signature of the new contract with CUP.  

This year, 2026, will see the award of the biennial Impact Prize at the October AGM.   I would like to take this opportunity to offer congratulations to HiGHS team of the University of Edinburgh, led by Jacek Gondzio and Julian Hall with their PhD students Huangfu Qi, Lukas Schork and Ivet Galabova. The team is awarded the 2026 Impact Prize for their research on techniques of continuous linear optimisation,  whose crowning glory as been HiGHS,  a hugely successful open-source software. As is often the case, the prize committee’s task was a difficult one, with a strong pool of nominations, reflecting the diverse and wonderful impact of mathematical scientists based in Scotland.  


Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to the people who contribute so much of their time and energy to the Society and without whom we could not function as a society - the Board of Trustees, the General Committee, the Policy Advisory Group (PAG), the Research Committee, the Education Committee, the Investment Committee and the PEMS Editorial Board.  On behalf of the EMS I’d like to extend a special thanks to the people who are stepping/have stepped down from their roles over the past year and offer a warm welcome to all the new incumbents of these various roles.  

In closing, I want to give deep thanks to the outgoing vice-President, Tara Brendle, Professor at the University of Glasgow, for her outstanding stewardship of the Society over the past four years. I am delighted to welcome Colva Roney-Dougal, Professor at the University of St Andrews, as the society’s new vice-President following this year’s AGM.
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